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State Declaration

• On July 31, 2020 Governor Northam declared a State of Emergency for the Commonwealth of Virginia in 
preparation for Hurricane Isaias.

• Executive Order Sixty-Nine

• https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-69-Declaration-of-
a-State-of-Emergency-Due-to-Hurricane-Isaias.pdf

• Authorization of a maximum of $1,000,000.00 in state sum sufficient funds for state and local government 
mission assignments and state response and recovery operations authorized and coordinated through the 
Virginia Department of Emergency Management.

• Included in this authorization is $500,000.00 for the Department of Military Affairs, if it is called to State Active 
Duty.

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-69-Declaration-of-a-State-of-Emergency-Due-to-Hurricane-Isaias.pdf


How to submit your damage assessments

• Step 1:  Contact your Chief Regional Coordinator (local and regional 
contacts attached) or Recovery Section via the Recovery Inbox (state 
agencies) regarding intent to submit damage assessment 

• Step 2:  Log-in or Register for an account in https://virginiaPA.org

• Step 3:  Create your damage assessment within 72 hours of the event

• Step 4:  Create your damage sites and upload documentation 

• Step 5:  Submit your damage assessment for VDEM review 

mailto:Recovery@vdem.virginia.gov
https://virginiapa.org/


Step 1:  Contact VDEM to notify of your damages and 
intent to submit a damage assessment:

VDEM Region Chief Regional Coordinator Email

1 Donna Pletch Donna.Pletch@vdem.Virginia.gov

2 Mark Stone Mark.stone@vdem.Virginia.gov

3 Gene Stewart Gene.stewart@vdem.Virginia.gov

4 Tim Estes Tim.estes@vdem.Virginia.gov

5 Bruce Sterling Bruce.sterling@vdem.Virginia.gov

6 Mike Guzo Mike.Guzo@vdem.Virginia.gov

7 Andy John Andy.john@vdem.Virginia.gov

All State
Agencies

Recovery Section Recovery@vdem.Virginia.gov
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If you do not have an
account, click the 
Register for Access link 
to register for the site.

Login
This is the login 
screen. Enter your
email address and 
password here.

Register for Access
This is the registration screen. All boxes highlighted in red must be
completed before submitting the form.

Step 2:  Log-in or Register for Access



1. If you have an accoun
click “Forgot Login?”

2. That will take you to the Retrieve Account Information screen
where you will input your email address and wait for the
emailed instructions.

t, but cannot remember your password



My Home
After logging in you will come to your Homepage.   Your Homepage will feature all of 
the grants attached to you as an Applicant user.  



From your Homepage click 
on the Accounts tab

From the accounts tab click on 
the “Damage Assessments”

Step 3:  Create a Damage Assessment



Click on the New Damage 
Assessment Tab

All red boxes must be 
completed.  

For local governments, PDA 
Team Lead is your Chief 
Regional Coordinator. 



These fields, while not 
required, we request that they 
are filled out as they provide 
context to the impacts which is 
needed when justifying the 
request to FEMA. 

When the form is completed, click the 
Create tab. 



Click “New Damage Site.”  You 
may create as many damage 
sites as you like under each 
Damage Assessment.

A Damage Assessment is now created, click on the 
form tab to add a Damage Site. 

Step 4:  Create Damage Sites



Select the FEMA 
Category of Work

The Site Name should be a naming convention that 
makes it easy for you and VDEM to track. 

Generator Use EOC Staff Time

Shelter Operations Swift Water Rescue Team

Travel and Lodging Debris Removal Contracts

Contract Staff Support High Mobility Vehicle



Estimates in these fields must be able 
to match up with the supporting 
documentation that is uploaded.  
Estimates without supporting 
documentation will not be accepted. 



An add document function is available at the 
bottom of each damage site to upload your 
supporting documentation



Damage Sites 
are rolled up 
into PDA report.



A state level 
summary will show 
localities that have 
met their threshold 
and if the state has 
met the threshold. 



Step 5:  Leave your Damage Assessment in Step 1 until  all of your damage sites and supporting 
documents are submitted. Clicking “Advance” will lock your damage assessment and will not 
allow for additional changes to be made.



Sample County Example

Henry County Costs During Incident Period

EOC Staffing $5,000

Response calls $2,000

Rented equipment $1,500

EOC Meals $1,500

Total $10,000

County Population 
(2010 Census)

Consumer Price Index  
Cost Per Capita

Local cost threshold 
to be eligible for 
FEMA Public 
Assistance Grants

State Threshold of 
$12.1 M met? 

54,151 $3.84 $207,939.84 Yes

Other Costs Incurred*

Virginia Department of Transportation $150,000

Sample Community College $20,000

Sample Power $20,000

National Guard $20,000

Total $220,000

*Costs incurred by other eligible state agencies and private non-profits within the jurisdictional boundary. 



For technical assistance while submitting your Damage 
Assessments in VirginiaPA.org, please use the following contact:

Location PA/Recovery Coordinator Email

All Recovery Section Recovery@vdem.virginia.gov

Damage Assessment Technical Support

mailto:Donna.Pletch@vdem.Virginia.gov


Stay Updated

20

Click Here to 
Register for 

Grant Updates
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